10th November, 2020
GETNS

SCHOOL NEWS
PRINCIPAL’S GREETING
Hello to you all and welcome to the second half of our first term of the 2020/21 school year. I had
planned to have a little newsletter ready for you all before our midterm break but priority had to be
given to the health and safety of our community, and the management of our Covid19 strategies and
procedures. However, I am pleased to have the opportunity to send you some general, happy school
news alongside the very serious side to our work here, at present. Being an Educate Together school,
something we pride ourselves in is our openness and our strong sense of partnership with parents and
guardians. With our current situation, it hasn’t been possible to welcome you into our classrooms or
school building as we usually would. This has been very significant for our new Junior Infants and
their parents. I just want to commend you and your children on how beautifully they have all settled
in, despite their challenging start. It is so important to me, as leader of this wonderful school community, that the relationships and bonds within our community are nurtured, and I sincerely hope that
you all feel connected with us, as much as possible, at this time. I would like to take this opportunity to
sincerely thank each and every one of you for the most amazing outpouring of support you have given
to me, as Principal, and to all of the team here. Each email, card or message sent to us has been of
huge value. I am so sorry I haven’t been able to respond individually to many of you, but please know
how much I appreciate you all.
Your children have been an absolute credit to you since we began this year. They have shown such
resilience, positivity and enthusiasm in the face of a very different school building and school day.
They have also shown such empathy for one another, and huge respect for their teachers and SNAs,
even going so far as to acknowledge how challenging it must be to teach all day behind a mask, and to
thank their teachers for their kindness and efforts to create happy school days for them. These actions
go above and beyond what anyone would expect of children so young, and we are immensely proud of
each of them.

I would like to thank our amazing team here at GETNS for the huge effort they are making daily to
create such a positive and bright learning environment for our pupils, and thank to you all, for your
support and openness throughout a very challenging time.
While there are many worries for us all at present, I hope we can look forward with optimism to a
great 7 weeks ahead, taking us to Christmas.
On behalf of us all here at school, our very best wishes to you and your families, here and abroad.
Kindest regards,
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S GREETING
Dear Community,
A very warm welcome back, I hope you have had a wonderful mid term break! I would like to congratulate our pupils on how well they have settled in, despite many challenges, and I would like to extend a
warm welcome and big thank you to our parents and guardians for supporting and following our
guidelines, making our return to school successful. We have had many exciting activities in the school
since September and it has been great to see the children flourish. This run up to Christmas is one of
my favourite times of the school year and it is a time when great work and progress can be made. We
are looking forward to a peaceful and successful second half of our first term, and we have lots of fun
and exciting activities for the children running up to Christmas. Our thoughts are with all members of
our community who may have experienced loss over this time. I wish you all the very best of health
and wellness.
Warm wishes,
Gráinne McGillycuddy
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HALLOWEEN AT GETNS
Despite all of the troubles in
our world today, Halloween at
GETNS was a spooky hit!

The atmosphere around the
school was amazing as the children came to class ready for a
day filled with fun, games and
laughter (with a few little treats
thrown in for good measure).
We were so impressed with the
efforts made by so many pupils
(and their parents) to organise
imaginative costumes to help us
all get into the Halloween spirit.
Although not everyone celebrates Halloween, all of our
pupils enjoyed a great day.

We would usually have Halloween Assemblies throughout
the day, so that the children could perform for one another
and see each other’s costumes. Due to current circumstances, we moved our assembly to a whole-school Zoom!
This was our biggest Zoom yet, with 500 participants, including our pupils and all staff members. We ‘dropped in’
to each classroom to greet one another and to enjoy poetry,
songs, artwork and presentations. Because the children
are not able to move around the entire school freely at the
minute, we also shared a photo slide-show of the spooky
displays around the building, along with photos of each
class dressed up and having fun for the day.

Principal Helen also got the biggest surprise during our
virtual assembly, when a cake, cards and notes from each
child in the school arrived at her office door, to wish her a
Happy Birthday. It really made her day.
Hopefully, next year we will be back to our Halloween
discos and assemblies in person.

Outdoor Learning
We are very fortunate with our
outdoor learning spaces at the
moment. The teachers often use
our picnic benches or the beautiful school garden for small
group work, which children very
much enjoy.
We are very grateful to Alan
Cox, Principal of Temple Carrig,
who shares their basketball
court and, now, their amazing
‘amphitheatre’ outdoor classroom with us. We are drawing
up a timetable at the moment so
that we can make use of this
lovely learning area.

As always, we are so appreciative of Yann and the gardening
team for their continued generosity and expertise in this area.
Our team here at school are
currently exploring open walkways around us, and a group of
us are coming together to create
an active walk/orienteering style
route near our school to enhance our physical education,
SESE and wellbeing learning
programmes. If you have any
suggestions around this, please
get in touch, we would be delighted to hear from you.
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GREEN SCHOOLS
NEWS
In October, Greystones Educate Together National School was awarded a green flag for Biodiversity!
We are so proud of our wonderful Green Schools Committee, who have worked so hard over the past
two years to guide and support the whole school in obtaining this flag.
Biodiversity looks at steps which can be taken in schools to increase awareness of the importance of
native plants, animals and habitats, and to increase species-richness in a locality.
We look forward to celebrating this wonderful achievement as a whole school community, and we will
let you know the details closer to the time.
I would like to thank teachers Rebecca and Jennifer for their coordination, and the children on our
Green Schools Committee, for their enthusiasm and hard work.

November’s Topics
This month, our ‘Value of the Month’ is Respect. Children across all class
groups are learning about respect, and the different ways we can show respect
across all aspects of our lives.
We are learning about very special topics in our Learn Together Curriculum,
take a look at some of the topics below.
Moral and Spiritual Strand: Social Responsibility
Justice and Equality Strand: Conflict Resolu tion
Ethics and the Environment: Fr eedom VS Responsibility.
Belief Systems: B ible Stor ies
December’s Topics
December’s ‘Value of the Month’ is Kindness
Moral and Spiritual Strand: Giving/Receiving/Gratitu de
Justice and Equality Strand: H om elessness

Ethics and the Environment: Su sta inability a t Ch r istm a s
Belief Systems: Chr istm as arou nd th e W or ld
Please note, all themes and topics are covered in an age appropriate manner
Our Learn Together curriculum is a very important part of our school day, and
we love learning and growing through this curriculum. A full calendar of our
reviewed topics, and when they are covered, will be uploaded to our website
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G.E.T.N.S Science week will take place from Monday 9th–
Friday 13th of November. Though different than usual, it
is bound to be a great week! The following activities are
planned for the week:
Monday: Design a promotional science week poster!
Tuesday: Carry out some cool science experiments in
class.
Wednesday: Class work on this years Science Week theme
“Protecting our Planet”.
Thursday: Each class will do a study or project work on
various different scientists.

6th class are planning their own, additional Science Week
later in the year.
We are looking forward to enjoying our new Science Kits,
which we purchased last year, as a result of PA funding.
If you decide to do some Science at home this week, please
share any experiments you might try with us via your
child’s Seesaw app, we would love to see them.
We can’t wait for a terrific week!

Many thanks to teacher Aoife O’Sullivan for her support
with this.

Friday: Science Quiz in Class!
Children can also come into school with “mad-scientist”
hair to celebrate the end of science week!

CONTINGENCY PLANNING
While we are delighted to be allowed to stay open throughout Level 5 restrictions, we are always preparing for the possibility of another school closure. To make sure we are ready, as a team, to support
and continue the learning of our wonderful pupils, each level of our school meets regularly as a
‘PLT’ (Professional Learning Team) to plan ahead and to ensure we are prepared for remote learning
at short notice. As you know, the Junior Infants to 5th Class students are utilising SeeSaw as their
online learning platform and 6th Class are using Google Classroom. Further information and tutorials
based on these apps are available online, or you can contact us and we will be delighted to talk you
through them.
We have purchased tablets and additional laptops to help upskill our pupils in all areas of digital literacy. Tommy Hayes, our ICT Coordinator, has been a huge support in rolling out this initiative.
Our Junior infant pupils are using Reading Eggs and Maths Seeds and Senior Infants to 6th are using
IXL. We are attending professional training in IXL this week, to ensure we are getting the most from
this programme for our pupils. If you need assistance with accessing either programme from home,
please ask and we will assist you.

COVID 19 PROCEDURES
We have been very appreciative of the support our school community have given to us in the implementation of our Covid19 safety procedures.
Our Covid19 school planning is informed by a very in-depth risk assessment, put together by our C19
Lead Worker, Emmett Hickey, our Deputy Lead Worker, Aisling Donnelly, and their team. Many
thanks for their diligent and ongoing work on this.
One requirement of our procedure is to take someone displaying symptoms to an area where they can
isolate from others, while being cared for by a staff member.
We know this might sound quite clinical and we would like to share with you some photos of our area.
We have tried to make this area as child-friendly as possible, while adhering to all guidelines issued to
us.
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As you can see from the following images, we have hanging plants, eye-spy puzzles, a rotating gallery
and an easy to clean orange armchair for the child to sit in. We hope that having a look inside this area
will help you, as parents and guardians, to know your child is cared for in a very child-friendly manner
if they ever need to go through this process at school.

Special thanks to Keith
Cowzer for enhancing this
area for us

Working with the HSE

Recently, we have been required to work very
closely with the HSE, to support our school
community during our recent positive cases of
Covid 19. As we have been learning through this
process, every case of Covid 19 is treated according to its in-depth risk assessment. The Pod
system is effective in some cases and not in
others, which is why there have been times when
an entire class are deemed ‘close contacts’ and
times when only pod members may be considered as ‘close contacts’. We know this might
seem confusing for parents, but please be assured that we follow the advice of our HSE
health worker very closely, and always err on the
side of caution. On the two occasions where we
could not make immediate contact with the
HSE, we chose to request that all class members
stay at home until guidance was given. On one of
these occasions, all members of the class were
deemed close contacts and remained at home for
14 days. On the other occasion, only pod members were deemed close contacts, so the rest of
the class were free to come back the next day.
We were so impressed with the respect and
empathy with which our pupils responded when
they were informed of cases within our school.
We are relieved that any of our pupils who were
affected are now recovering well.

If your child gets the bus to and from school, it
would be of great support to us if you would
remind them daily of how vital it is to keep their
own seat and not to change. We have taken
photos and videos of the seating plans on the 3
buses, and we have found these very helpful
when conducting contact tracing for the HSE. If
the children move seats, and we are informed of
a positive case on that bus, we may be required
to request that every child on that bus restricts
their movements, if the children have not kept
their assigned seats. Thank you so much for your
support with this.

If your child is required to restrict their movements, their teacher may request that their box
goes home with them. When boxes are prepared
for travelling home, these boxes are thoroughly
cleaned and left sealed for 72 hours before they
are available for collection.
When returning boxes to school, the boxes will
need to be quarantined at the school for 72
hours before they can be used again in the classroom.

Thank you, all, for your continued use of masks
while on our school grounds, and for your adherence to social distancing requirements.
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ADMISSIONS
Our Admissions Policy and Annual Admissions Notice are available on
our website. Our window for enrolment is now open and will close on
23rd November. All applications after this date will be classified as ‘late
applications’.
If you would like further information on our admissions process or have
an specific query, please contact our admissions officer, Jackie Lambert
at
admissions@greystoneset.ie
Jackie would be delighted to assist you.
Thank you

This year, we will be closing for the end of Term 1 on Wednesday, 23rd December, at 12.30. Due to Covid19, we will stagger
this closing time and we will let you know the precise time your child will be ready to leave school closer to the time.
We will reopen for the beginning of Term 2 on Monday, 6th January, 2021.
A full list of our dates for this academic year may be found on our website, under the tab ‘Communication’,
‘Academic Calendar’.

Board of Management
Our Board of Management is delighted to announce the appointment of our new SET Teacher for 5th Class, Steven Lannan.
Steven will begin with us tomorrow, Wednesday 11th November, in place of Emma O’Donnell, who is now on Maternity
Leave. Welcome to our community, Steven.
We would like to congratulate Aisling Jones on the recent birth of baby Aifric, Kate Raleigh on the birth of baby Olive,
Laura Kavanagh on the birth of baby Alfie, Emmett Hickey and his wife, Maria, on the birth of baby Darragh and Suzanne
Cox on the birth of baby Eliza-Darcy. We wish Emma O’Donnel the very best as she awaits the arrival of her new baby and
we wish Luke Lennon and his wife, Áine the very best as they await the birth of their twins.

Our Parents Association Committee would be delighted to welcome you to upcoming meetings. Being part of the
PAC is a great way to be involved in school life.
The next meeting date will be on the 25th of November and we will be inviting parents to put themselves forward, if they would like to be on the Committee. It will be the AGM and will take place on Zoom.
We look forward to seeing you there.
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OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES
We are aware that some families within our school community have suffered
huge loss at the hands of this global pandemic, made all the more difficult due
to restrictions on travel and the size of gatherings.

As a community, together we send you our heart-felt
sympathies.

We are here to support you and your children at this time. Please reach out to
us if you need anything.

We are so very sorry for your loss.
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CHRISTMAS CARDS
Every year, we encourage the children to partake in designing a Christmas card which can
be professionally printed and sent as a ‘Happy Christmas’ or, if you do not celebrate
Christmas, ‘Happy Holidays’ card. The children have just finished designing their cards
and a sample of each card will be shared with you soon. The cards can be ordered in sets
of 10.
All schools rely on fundraising to subsidise various initiatives throughout the year. This
year, due to Covid 19 restrictions, much of our fundraising events, such as the annual
Craft Fair, cannot go ahead. If possible, please support this fundraising activity.
Thank you so much

LETTERS
Some of our classes are preparing to write
letters to nursing homes to let the residents
know they are thinking of them. As always,
we are so very proud of the thoughtfulness of
our pupils at GETNS.

RETURNING TO SCHOOL
If your child has been restricting their movements due to
Covid19 related reasons, you will notice that you will receive a ‘Return to School Declaration’ form. We would be
grateful if you could fill this in on your Aladdin Connect

Greystones Educate Together NS,
Blacklion,
Greystones,
Co.Wicklow
Phone: 01-2871817

E-mail: contact@greystoneset.ie

DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
We are so sorry, but, unless your dog is an assistance dog,
we must request that they are not brought onto the school
grounds. This is a health and safety measure. We know
that dogs are part of the family and that the children adore
taking them on the walk to or from school. We hope you
understand our request and we do sincerely apologise for
any upset caused to our pupils regarding this.
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